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With the Obstacles to Fiber, Phone Companies Are Tapping the Old Infrastruciure

By Jonathan Krim
Washmgton Post Sta f Writer
Friday, February 7, 2003; Page EOI

For years, replacing the nation's copper telephone wires with fiber-optic cable has offered a promise of
dmtal heaven (]Lllck downloading of full-length movies from the Internet; phone companies offering
gramming to compete with cable two-way, interactive V1deo for online gaming, educat1on
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Now, with the Federal Communications Commission ready to revamp its competition ruies in the next
two weeks, many telephony experts, financial analysts and some phone company officials say that even
if the former Bell telephone companies get the regulatory relief they seek, fiber to people's homes will
remain a far-off dream

Tests in engineering labs and in a handful of areas around the country are yielding Internet connection
speeds five to 50 times as fast as what is now considered "broadband" digital-subscriber-line service
offered over phone lines.

o < gL

Industry giant Verizon Communications Inc., the dominant local phone provider from Maine to
Virginia, has run engineering tests in which DSL speeds were increased from a maximum of 1.5
megabits per second to 7 megabits per second, without additional fiber. That would more than enable
the video applications that many technology companies say would make broadband more attractive to
consumers and jumn-start the quooL ng sector
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Steve btaruper vice president of consumer product management for
customers in Colorado and Arizona.

"Copper is far from
Qwest, which has 50,

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A38106-2003Feb6?language=printer 2/13/2003
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e phone companies] to invest in and deploy new facilities when they are required
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Less clear is what the FCC will decide in cases where fiber is driven deeper into neighborhoods before
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that the country needs to migrate to a digital platform.
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